The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
tribal leadership and unity were solved, and until the
district officers could make their influence felt and win
the trust and friendship of the Fuzzy by continual tours
and camp-fire conversations. For a number of years the
natural aloofness of the Beja, who did not trouble to
distinguish between Turk and Englishman, the great
distances and bad communications hampered liaison.
Bit by bit, however, these difficulties have been largely
overcome.
Owing to administrative exigencies, the Beja tribes were
at first partitioned between three Provinces : Berber,
Red Sea, and Kassala. Tribal unity and inter-tribal
amity naturally suffered. For many years public security
was precarious, co-operation with Government negligible,
and tax-collection a nightmare. Not long after the War
the Berber units were transferred to the Bed Sea Province,
and in January, 1930, the Red Sea Province itself, less
the Port Sudan and Suakin enclave, was amalgamated
with Kassala Province. After a short period all the Beja
tribes were placed under an independent Nomad adminis-
tration based on Sinkat, to facilitate study of their future.
The four main tribes, Hadendowa, Beni Amer, Amarar,
and Bisharin have in the last two decades gradually been
each united under one tribal head selected from the
traditional ruling family. The present Nazirs, all, for-
tunately, able men, were appointed in 1914, 1915, 1927,
and 1929 respectively.
In 1928 the Government policy of indirect administra-
tion was given a stimulus by the setting up of formal
Native Courts with powers of imprisonment and fine.
In 1930 and 1931 the system was extended to the cosmo-
politan canal villages of the Gash Delta irrigation scheme.
Meanwhile, at Tokar, a thriving cotton-growing centre
with a sophisticated population which has produced over
160